SSG Mark A. Yoho

SSG Mark Yoho is a native of Erie, Kansas.  He graduated from Erie High School in 1996. He then attended Independence Community College and Pittsburg State University where he was a member of the football team at both colleges.  SSG Yoho entered the military service in September 2001.  He received his Basic Combat Training at Ft. Knox, Kentucky and his Advanced Individual Training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma as a 13 MIKE, Multiple Launch Rocket System Crewmember.

During SSG Yoho’s career he has graduated Warrior Leadership Course and the Basic Noncommissioned Course at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma.  He is also a graduate of Ft. Sill’s Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defense School, M270A1 Launcher 13M New Equipment Training Course, FBCB2 Operators Training Course, Total Army Instructor Training Course, Small Group Instructor Training Course, Combatives Trainer Course Level 1, Mobile Retention Trainer Course and Unit Prevention Leader Course.
SSG Yoho’s career reflects a diverse background of assignments.  His responsibilities have included:  Self Propelled Launcher Loader (SPLL) Driver, Gunner, and Section Chief.  While in Korea, he was selected to be the driver for the 2ND Infantry Division’s Assistant Division Commander (Support) during 2004-05. He was assigned as an Infantry Team/Squad Leader while deployed on a SECFOR mission in 2006-07 with the 2nd Battalion, 18th Field Artillery Regiment.  SSG Yoho then served for one year in Bravo Company 1/22nd as an Instructor/Writer for Ft. Sill’s Basic Officer Leadership Course before moving to Battalion Headquarters where he currently works as an Operations Sergeant. 
His overseas assignments include two combat deployments. One to Iraq during the initial phase of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003 and one to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in 2006-07.  He also served one tour in the Republic of Korea during 2004-05. His stateside assignments have included three tours at Ft. Sill including his current assignment.

With six years of professional service, SSG Yoho’s awards and decorations include: the Army Commendation (5th OLC), Army Achievement Medal (3rd OLC), Presidential Unit Citation, Joint Meritorious Unit Award, Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Korea Defense Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal,  Global War on Terrorism Service and Expeditionary Medals, Humanitarian Service Medal, Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon ( Numeral 2), Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, NATO Medal, and a Drivers Badge.

SSG Yoho is married to the former Karissa Wahkinney who resides with him and their son, Theron, in Lawton, Oklahoma.  He also has two sons, Steven and Jaden who reside in Altoona, PA.  In his spare time, SSG Yoho enjoys spending time with his family, riding his motorcycle, working on physical fitness, and watching football.
